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SPEECH 


/ 


Hnune  of  lifjtresfntatives,  January  5,  1837 — 
)n  a  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Wise  of  Vir- 
j'nia,  for  the  a]ipolnlment  of  a  cominitfee  to 
nquire  into  the  state  of  the  Ksecutive  Depart- 
leuts  of  tlie  Government. 

da.  Spbakkb:  It  is  a  fact  w  ell  known  to  every 
itlcn-.an  who  has  been  an  observt  r  of  llie  sig-iis 
lie  times  (or  a  few  years  past,  that  the  sjief  ches 
vend  here  have  considt  rable  effect  upon  t!ie 
ilic  mind  It  is  right  that  tluy  should.  The 
ribers  tent  here  are  presnnn  d  to  have  some 
'ttleftgfe  of  the  nature  of  cur  Governinei.t,  of 
interests  of  the  coun'ry,  and  of  tli  manner  in 
ch  the  G()vtrn«-ent  is  administer!  d.  What 
f  publicly  rieclare,  under  fucli  circimstancps, 
heir  places,  under  official  and  personal  re¬ 
us  biliti  s,  deserves  to  have  an  influence  upon 
r  own  immediate  const!  uents,  and  upon  the 
lie  at  iar.ge. 

or  three  )  ears  past  I  !  ave  frequently  listened 
peeclies,  made  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition, 
ch  I  thou.ght,  at  the  time,  deserved  replies, 
ers  thought  d  fl'erently,  and  they  were  pjer- 
ed  to  pass  unnoticed.  Some  of  these  speeches 
lained  the  slang  apd  falselioods  of  letter  wri- 
and  unprincipled  editors,  po  ished  and  eii- 
ed  by  the  orator,  and  sent  cut  to  poison  and 
ead  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  those  w'ho 
n  power. 

jme  of  us  have  thought  we  ought  not  to  an- 
r  them,  because  it  would  occupy  too  much 
■.  It  was  believed  lha  we  ought  to  transact 
public  business,  and  go  borne.  1  am  as  much 
•jsed  to  the  long  desultory  debates  that  occur 
■,  inrolving  the  Presidential  and  every  other 
ition  before  the  country,  as  any  one  else.  We 
y  these  things  so  far,  that  it  has  been  remark- 
y  more  than  one  intelligent  citizen,  that  tlie 
•e  of  Representatives  was  becoming  a  mere 
•ting  society — a  club  f  r  the  discussion  of  po¬ 
ll  questions.  My  opinion  is,  that  we  ought 
to  transact  the  public  business,  and  then,  if 
lave  lime  to  spare,  let  us  debate  these  topics, 
affairs  of  our  constituents  should  be  first  at- 
ed  to.  It  was  for  that  they  sent  us  here,  and 
A  the  duty  is  discharged,  it  is  time  enough  to 
ge  in  making  pciitical  harangues.  But  in- 
I  of  this,  we  wa.ste  the  commencement  aad  the 
He  of  the  8f  ssion — nay,  almost  the  whole  pe- 
— With  such  debates,  and  near  the  cleee  of  it 
up  and  pass  some  fifty  or  a  hundred  bills;  de- 
ate  a  hundred  more,  without  much  examina- 
and  then  adjourn.  This,  iu  my  estimation,  is 


all  wrong.  But  vvba?.  i-s  to  be  gained  by  our  reraain 
ing  silent?  If  wc  do  not  d.  bate,  the  opposition 
will.  The  time  is  consumed,  and  the  vocabulary 
of  onr  Urgiiage  ransacked  for  opprobiious  epi- 
iliets,  to  be  heaped  upon  the  Executive,  upon  this 
House,  anil  upon  the  constituents  who  sustain 
both.  Corruption,  fratid,  tyrant,  usurper,  slaves, 
are  familiar  terms  liere. 

These  cliarges  are  ntade  day  after  day,  and  re¬ 
main  uncoiitradictcd,  to  g.)  out  to  the  country  and 
circulate  among  ihe  people.  Are  these  chargts- 
iriie  or  lalse.l  'I'liat  “silence  gives  consent”  is  an 
ol  I  nir  .v  r.-,  which  1  as  innch  truth  in  it.  The  fre¬ 
quent  repetition  of  these  chirgrsb'.  the  opposi- 
lion,  and  the  .silenc?  of  the  f.  i  nds  of  the  adrninlsi- 
tratio'i,  will  induce  some  poilion  of  liie  country  to- 
heheve  them.  If  they  are  Hue,  <ve  ough  toad- 
nut  them;  if  /!Ot,  we  shoiiUi  [•roiiounce  them  f.ihse. 
So  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  ihey  ime  false,  and  I 
tlierefore  pronounce  them  so  before  the  C'  untry. 

No  one  word  is  h.eard  o.tcncr  in  onr  debates 
here,  than  the  word  “Part;  !  ’  Toe  opposition 
gentlemen  seem  to  be  peculi.uly  fond  of  it.  They 
are  con.siar.liy  appealing  to  us  to  disregard  parly 
considerations,  and  go  for  the  country! 

'I'hcre  are  part  esinall  free  Goveinmenis,  They 
arise  (rom  a  difference  of  opinion  among  men  in  re¬ 
gard  to  f  ie  policy  to  he  pursued  by  those  who  are 
entrusted  with  aiimininisti  alion  of  public  affairs. 
Candidates,  holding  to  opposite  principles,  present 
them-.elves  for  public  favor,  and  ills  people  decide 
between  them.  In  other  countries,  especially  in 
England,  one  party  is  s-dd  to  b  ■  out  of  power,  and 
the  other  in,  as  the  one  or  the  other  may  happen, 
to  be  successful.  I' was  formerly  so  here.  Atone 
t  me  the  Federal  party  was  in  power,  and  at  another 
time  the  Republican  or  Democratic  part}'.  But  fora 
few  years  past  a  different  mode  of  expression  has 
b  en  adonted.  The  opposition  claim  to  be  “THE 
COUNTRY,  ”  and  denounce  us  as  ‘  o  party!” 
We,  who  have  been  in  power  for  eight  years,  we, 
who  elect  the  President  and  suvain  him  and  his 
administration,  by  the  votes  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  American  people;  we,  forsooth,  are  “a  party,® 
whilst  a  minority,  struggling  in  vain  to  obtain  the 
control  of  the  Government,  impudently  claim  to 
be  the  country! 

Now,  there  never  can  be  a  universal  concur 
rence  of  opinion  with  respect  to  public  men  and 
public  measures;  and  when  the  question  has  been 
fairly  presented  to  the  people,  and  a  majority  de¬ 
cide  either  one  way  or  the  other,  that  decision  i.s 
virtually  the  vwee  of  the  country.  Such  a  deci. 
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•sinn  has  bfcn  made.  It  was  announced  in  1828, 
and  has  remained  unreveiied  uri'^il  tliis  time 
We  are  the  conntiy,  and  have  been  during'  all 
that  peiirxl.  If  t!  (re  are  either  “partleh,”  or 
“fiet.onr,”  ifr,  tlie  t.isp,  they  are  to  be  toimd 
among  those  who  nia[iil’e5.t  violent  an  !  persevering 
opposition  to  the  will  of  the  majnitv;  a  will  ?o 
distinetly  and  repeatedly  expressed  by  the  sove- 
reignpiople  of  tire  United  States. 

1  li.'.ve  no  disposition  to  fight  the  Presidential 
eitnpaign  over  again  irpon  this  floor:  to  imitate  t!  e 
old  soldier,  who  shouldered  hisjcrntch,  and  showi  d 
how  SeU's  were  won.  Hut  as  rtvitwing  seems  to  be 
th*  order  of  the  d.s)',  and  it  hr.s  become  very  unfa- 
sliionahle  to  S])c-sk  to  the  subject  before  the  House, 
1  'writ  look  hack  to  some  of  the  topics  which 
have  been  in  rodirced  into  this  debate,  as  well  as 
(stlaers  that  trave  taken  place  here. 

It  has  been  quite  common  for  the  last  three 
'years  to  liearrhePr  sklent  pronounced  a  usurijcr, 
and  a  tvran*.  Greri:ui,  Homan  and  Knglisb  liisto 
ry  have  all  b:  cn  put  in  re  quisition,  and  carefrrliy 
examined,  from  beginning  to  end,  for  the  |3nrp<  so 
of  finding  parslh  Is  ami  illiriitiations  of  bis  cruelty, 
tyrany  and  u.snrpation.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to 
make  these  coii'par'scns,  i.nel  to  c:;ll  hard  names. 
It  requires  very  htt'e  talent  and  less  reading.  Hut 
gijittlemen  slio  Id  remember  that  declamation  is 
»ot  argument  ;  and  that  assertion  i.s  not  proof.  If 
these  par.dlcls  are  just,  it  must  be  within  thepow- 
OiP  of  tho-.e  who  use  them,  to  pohit  to  the  facts 
■which  rendi  r  ti  e  President  obnoxious  to  the 
eiiargt'S  preferred  -against  bi.n.  Why  arc  they  not 
given?  In  «  h'^l  point  has  he  violated  either  law 
rw  constitution?  Let  them  point  to  the  instance, 
and  gire  ns  the  circumstances.  General,  indiscri¬ 
minate  oondemnation  will  not  satisfy  the  Ameri- 
c*n  p<  ople.  When  the  cases  are  specified,  it  will 
be  matter  for  investigation  and  argument  whether 
tiiey  sustain  the  accu‘;auons  so  confidently  made  by 
bis  antagonists.  Until  then  I,  for  one,  shall  consi 
der  it  as  mere  idle  declamation. 

I  do  raot  stan'i  here  to  pronounce  a  eulogium 
nq>on  the  President.  His  acts  are  before  hiscoun- 
Uyanen,  and  they  have  already,  in  the  presence 
of  his  aecii.sei  s,  ri  ndertd  a  verdict  of  unqualified 
^probation  upon  his  public  career.  What  mo- 
five  can  be  have  to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  or  to  overturn  the  constitution 
of  his  ccuntrj?  None.  Mis  countrymen  have  con- 
fered  upon  him  every  favor  in  their  gilt,  and  he 
bas  attained  the  highest  station  wliich  human 
power  can  bestow.  From  that  statien  he  is  about 
to  retire,  leaving  !-.  is  country  happy  and  prospe- 
new-s  beyond  example,  artl  attended  by  the  bene- 
&eikms  of  a  just  and  grateful  people. 

But  1  will  nst  enter  upon  his  defence.  If  1 
■were  inclined  to  do  so,  under  other  circumstances, 
1  hnye  been  saved  the  necessity  of  discharging 
this  duty,  by  the  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  my 
.-IHeDd  from  Indiana,  f  Mr.  Hannegan, )  who  has 
5«ist  taken  his  seat.  He  has  treated  this  subject  so 
jiKicb  more  ably  than  I  could  hope  to  do,  that  I 
■wilf  not  attempt  to  tread  upon  the  ground  he  has 
already  occupied . 

<Jan  any  one  fall  to  *ee  why  .it  is  that  these  un- 
•founded  charges  are  so  often  repeated?  Those 
wte  fiuve  stored  the  nature  of  the  human  mind. 


are  aware  of  the  influence  made  upon  it  by  repeat^y  | 
blows,  followed  up  from  time  to  time  with  untir. j 
ing  perseverance.  This  everlasting  hammering  ini 
the  same  place  will  ultimately  produce  its  effecti 
upon  the  iiardest  material;  and  assaults  made 
upon  indivi'did  chaiacter,  w.itther  pub  ic  or  prk 
v.ite,  from  day  to  day,  for  a  series  ot  \  ears,  if  un. 
contradicted,  will  finally  gain  credence,  ever 
among  a  man’s  friends.  This  is  the  secret  of  tli< 
merciless  warfare  which  has  been  carried  »i 
against  Fre.^ident  .Jackson. 

Another  fruitful  topic  of  discus.sion  with  tin 
opposition,  is  tl’.e  inconsistency  of  the  Presiden 
and  liis  frit  nds  in  rogard  to  the  great  questions  o 
policy  tlu.t  have  been  agil.ated  before  the  couutr; 
for  some  years  past.  The  geolleman  from  Vir 
ginia  (Mr.  liobeitson)  lias  adverted  to  lliis  con 
Irariety  of  opinio.a. 

[Mr.  KoiiKiiTSON  arose,  and  said  the  gentle 
man  from  Ofiio  had  misapprehended  liiir 
He  did  not  sptak  of  the  diiTeri' nces  of  prir 
ciple  ami'ng  tiie  fiends  of'  the  admiiiistra 
iT.n.  He  bail  said  notliing  of  the  terrible  federjii 
ists  they  bad  in  their  ranks,  nor  of  the  discordan 
materials  th'*t  composed  their  party;  but  he  ha 
attempted  to  show  that  tlic  President  was  incur 
sistent  v  i'h  him.aelf ;  that,  from  liis  own  acts  an 
coinmiirdcaiions,  he  migirt  be  claimed  as  ih 
fl  it  !m1  or  the  enemy  of  the  tarifl(  internal  impiov* 
nients,  tlie  bank,  ?ic.  Sec  ] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  accepted  the  gentleman’s  stkti 
n  cut  with  pleasure;  lie  had  no  doubt  mLsappri 
lii.ndetl  the  tenor  of  his  observations.  But  li 
would  tell  the  g.mtleman,  that  with  regard  I 
’“tenihle  fedcialists,”  if  he  wanted  to  find  thei 
of  the  real  b'ack  cockade  stamp  of  18C0,  he  raigl 
readily  do  so,  and  that  in  great  numbers,  among  h 
own  political  associates.  He  believed  the  gentli 
man  had  never  belonged  to  that  scliool;  but  thei 
were  many  of  them  among  those  who  co-operatu 
witli  him  against  the  administration.  The  o 
bl-jck  cockade  parly,  and  their  regular  desce 
dants  and  successors,  who  held  the  same  doctrine 
formed  no  small  portion  ofthe  opposition.  Loc 
said  he  at  iMassachusetts,  so  highly  compliment* 
the  other  day  by  the  hunorahle  gentleman  fro 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens,)  and  you  may  the: 
see  on  what  side  the  remnant  of  the  old  federalis 
of ’98  are  to  be  found. 

On  this  subject  of  the  tariff,  as  well  as  npt 
several  others,  there  is  an  old  proverb,  which 
can  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  gentlem* 
in  the  op])0.sition.  I  know  it  is  said  by  I.oi 
Chesterfield  and  others,  to  be  rather  vulgar 
quote  proverbs,  but  I  confess  I  like  them.  Pr 
verbs  are  usually  the  result  of  Ihe.accumulati 
experience  of  sucessive  generations  of  men. 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  they  are  true.  It 
their  truth  which  preserves  them;  if  false,  thij 
would  be  forgotten.  The  one  to  which  1  alluV 
is,  that  “  those  who  live  in  glass  houses  ought  p 
to  throw  stones.” 

Do  we  difftr  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  a  pi 
tective  tariff?  Pray,  what  are  the  sentiments  i 
the  opposition  upon  this  subject?  Have  they  ai  a 
principle  in  common  with  regard  to  protectio 
What  is  it?  Ask  the  nullifiers;  the  peoples  ht 
what  U  called  (and  I  think  ahe  has  earned  the  Ipl  n 
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Bank,  or  against  it?  Ko  mortal  man  can  s  >ive  the 
this  problem.  Not  a  man  in  th' 
attempt  to  answer  tlie  question. 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  tha'  the  present  Eseew- 
tive  came  into  power  tinder  pkiiges  to  produce 
important  refo'-ms.  d  hat  ”  l  etreiichm  nt  and 
rt  torm”  were  the  motto  of  Uve  parly  wii  >  thei- 
ed  him;  rnd  that  the  “^tforrn.”  h  .-.  enit  been 
made.  Pray,  v.hat  are  th;  Vetorms  which  de- 
.serve  our  a'tention?  Are  Ih  le  tny  useless  ofli- 
ces  that  oeg!  t  to  be  ahoiished?  If  so,  name  tl  em- 
Dots  any  officer  r.  ceivc  too  larg.j  a  compensa¬ 
tion'  Let  us  know  it.  Are  thtie  a  .y  changes 
necessary  in  tiie  orga'iiza'it'H  of  'lie  Departments, 
or  in  the  laws  rcguia'ing  the  action  of  pa  licuiap 
hnrcatis?  Po  nt  them  out.  I  wdl  go  iieait  and 
hand  with  any  gentleman,  for  vthattvi..v  is  proper 
to  be  done  in  i  tgji'd  to  these  mdters,  and  I  dare 


lere,  if  nowhere  else)  the  gallant  little  State  of 
loiith  Carolina.  Why,  sir,  it  is  but  a  short  time 
linoe  they  were  willing'  to  peril  eveiy  thing, 
ni  >n  itself,  rather  tlmn  submit  to  a  protective 
Li'lff — :to  a  “bdl  of  abominations.”  T'l' y  deny 
|he  power  of  Congress  to  pass  any  rii'h  law,  and 
lold  all  such  enactm  nts  n>  be  open  violations  of 
jhe  eonstitiition.  But  what  sav  ih.e  opposition  in 
iiie  North  and  the  Vfest'  tVhat  are  the  senti- 
Iner.'.s  td' the  ‘-American  system”  men  on  tins 
lubjec'.?  They  believe  tiiat  ihe  Federal  G  ivern- 
lent  not  only  has  the  authority  to  pass  such  laws, 
lUt  that  it  is  a  solemn  duty  v.  e  ow  e  our  country  to 
jfTord  them  this  protection.  Thrse  are  the  gen- 
lemen  who  are  so  grievously  offended  at  the 
ant  of  consistency  amo.ig  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
iliniitratioii! 

Hovy  is  it  in  respect  to  interral  imorovements 

nder  the  authority  of  the  General  Government.' ;  say  there  will  be  a  general  co  opera. ion  on  the 

pait  of  my  political  Iriei  ds  in  S'O  Ludab'e  an  ua- 
dertaking.  Let  gentleman  either  prop.jse  .sonve- 
thing  as  proper  to  be  done,  1<  t  tliera  at  least 
point  out  tl  e  evi',  e  r  cease  tl'en.'  everlasting  cla¬ 
mor  about  the  violation  or  pledges  on  our  yart. 
How- can  reforms  be  ma  le  where  every  thing  is 
already  perlect.'  What  surgeo.i  amputates  a 
sound  limb'  Who  almini.sters  medicine  to  a 
person  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  perfectly 
free  from  disease.'  If  there  be  cither  woundo® 
blemish  in  the  system,  let  it  be-  made  known? 
and  we,  who  possess  the  law-making  powerj 
should  fort'hwith  provide  a  rem.,dy. 

“  Pr.oscription”  is  one  of  the  topics  upon  wbiefa 
the  opposition  delight  to  expatiate.  It  is  of  two 
kinds,  according  to  tlielr  account  of  it:  lirst  of  pub^ 
lie  officers,  and  second y  of  the  rninor.ty  as  ama^Sb 
As  to  ttie  first,  it  is  said  that  all  are  re  moved  wb» 
are  not  of  the  dominant  party;  that  none  cm  be 
appointed  who  are  not  of  the  sam-:  faith;  and  that 
the  read  to'bonor  and  emolument  .s  thus  closed  up 
to  the  minority  entirely.  A  more  unfounded- 
charge  than  this  was  never  made  agauist  any  party 
of  man  since  the  world  began.  Wny,  sir,  a  tna- 
j  -rity  of  the  offices  in  this  city,  held  nn.^er  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Stales,  are  now,  ai.d  have 
been  for  eight  year;,  in  the  hands  of  ppposltion. 
men-  Wiiiist  {his  cliarg.-  is  repeated  here  Iroin 
day  to  day,  and  reiterated  by  political  p-aitisaiis 
fiom  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  the 
opposi  ion  clerks  are  quietly  receiving  their  sala^ 
ries  in  the  different  depai  trrients,  receiving  and 
holding  their  re.-pective  appointments  from  the 
Pres  dent  of  the  United  States  and  the  m  nibais 
of  his  cabin- li 

Is  it  o'herwise  in  regard  to  the  post  offices?  I 


lere  there  is  a  like  inconsistency  amongst  our  po- 
Itieal  opponents.  In  the  Siu'tband  Southwest, 
Ita  power  tn  construct  roads  and  canals  is  most 
Irenuously  denied;  but  in  the  N‘  rth  imd  AVe-st  it  is 
Imost  univers-illy  claimed  and  conce<led.  It  is 
rith  one  portion  of  the  countiy  a  most  radical 
fro:'  to  attempt  the  exercise  ot  this  authorit) ; 
jliilst  in  another  rogion  it  is  a  part  of  the  consti 
litional  duty  of  the  functionaries  here  to  make 
frge  appropriations  for  this  purpose.  What  a 
t%litrui  harmoi  y  there  would  he  among  such 
entlemen,  ilithey  were  in  power,  and  liad  control 
'  the  finances  of  the  country !  AVliat  discussions  j 
I e  should  hear  among  themselves  upon  the  con- 
litutionality  and  wisdom  of  such  appropriations! 
won  d  be  the  music  of  the  spheres;  a  concord 
sweet  sounds.  Taetr  2ke.sii/en/ would  have  no 
Ifficiilty  whatever  in  adopting  a  line  of  poliev 
lliich  vvotild  receive  the  unanimous  support  of  all 
li'a  party. 

Another  very  important  subject  involved  in  the 
alitical  contests  of  tiie  hist  three  vr  four  years,  is 
Bank  of  the  United  Spates.  \V  li:it  are  the  sen 
vents  of  the  opposition  with  regard  to  this  insii- 
ktiori'  As  Variant  as  the  colrrsofthe  rainbow, 
pe  strict  constructionists  in  the  South  deny  the 
awer  of  Congress  to  create  such  a  corporation 
jrne  hi»hl  that,  if  they  had  the  power,  it  wo  i'd  be 
[expedient  to  exercise  it;  and  others  that  it  would 
i  excellent  policy  to  create  a  bank  wuh  proper 
litations.  Another  cla-:s  believe  the  power  ex 
but  that  its  exerlion  would  be  dangerous  to 
(ibl  c  liberty;  whilst  the  real  ‘‘.Simon  Pure,”  llm- 
[ugh-going  Bankites,  not  only  cia  ra  the  aii'ho- 
fy,  but  insist  th'at  such  a  bank  is  indispensably 
Essary,  as  a  great  balance  wheel  to  regulate 


e  cuprescy,  and  control  the’fiscal  opera' ions  kuow  that  in  my  region  of  country  a  large  naajoct- 

'  ty  of  the  offices  are  in  the  h.ands  ol  tUeoppositioa- 
l  b.-heve  it  is  .so  threughout  the  Uu.ted  States,  if 
we  take  the  whole  nuaub'.-r  of  offices  c-annetted 
with  th  it  Department-  So  you  may  find  hundreds' 
ill  the  custom-houses  of  the  same  political  faith, 
enjoying  the  favor  of  this  administratioa-  Vt'ha-.t 
becomes  of  the  charge  then,  that  no  one  can  hold 
office  but  a  democrat?  It  vanishes  beffire  tlie  sun¬ 
light  of  truth,  leaving  not  a  trace  upon  the  surface 
where  it  so  lately  rested. 

The  proscription  of  the  miBorlty  en  ntttsie,  »  •- 
subject  I  have  never  been  able  to  comprebendi- 


|e  country,  't  hese  are  the  men  wdio  -are  never 
ary  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  They  go 
[out  d'ay  ami  night,  cry  inr,  ‘‘distres?  I  ruin!  bank- 
Iptcy!  and  v/retchec\ness;” — to  alarm  and  ter'i'V 
j.e  people  vvith  supposed  dangers,  ji.'st  before 
pern,  which  are,  in  fact,  ne.ver  to  be  re'a’ized.  Ko 
an  can  receive /A eir  votes  for  Pre-idrnt,  unless 
[ey  Iselieve  he  will  lend  his  influence  to  the  es 
Iblistvnient  of  a  great  National  Bank.  This  is. 
lith  them,  “the  very  bottom  anrl  the  soul  of 
V3.’*  Which  side  would  prevail  in  the  new 
f-daunistratioH?  Would  the  Executive  be  for  a 


6 


Mow  are  they  proEcribed^  Do  they  not  enjoy  all  the 
rights  and  imniunitie*  gua-anteed  to  other  citi- 
®ens?  Have  they  been  disfranchised^  AVhat 
privilege  has  been  taken  away?  Are  not  the 
oouits  open  to  them  for  redress  of  their  grievances^ 
Are  npt  their  persons,  reputations,  and  property 
protected  by  law,  like  those  of  other  citizen;?  if 
8<\  of  what  dotliey  complain?  Why,  /iet/  cannot 
gei  office' 

'1  Ins  brings  me  to  the  cons’deration  of  the 
100,000  office  holders,  who  are  said  to  have  been 
sustaining  the  administration  for  some  time  p  is  , 
atul  to  have  coiiducted  the  campaign  in  favor  oT 
Mr.  Van  Huren.  I  can  remember  wli  n  I  hi-lieved 
there  was  something-  in  thi.s  story  about  the  offi  o 
holders  sijstaiiiing  Hr.  Van  B  .ren,  and  being  bis 
principal  supporters.  It  w.as  vsserti-d  in  thal  bo'd 
and  confident  tone  wliich  we  so  frequently  lis'en 
to  here,  and  I  took  it  for  granted  g;  nilemen  would 
not  say  so  in  l/ial  mnujier,  unless  it  w.as  toe// es¬ 
tablished.  I  have  been  deceived  in  Ihit  wav 
•nnore  that  once.  Gentlemen  rise  and  tell  us  that 
'.the  Soutlr  will  do  this,  and  the  Norlli  wont  do  '.h  it, 
in  a  tone  ol  authorif}'  that  leads  a  your  g  ra.in  inex- 
perienciid  in  the  ways  of  'he  Capitol,  tobelieve  they 
are  sullvoiiz  d  to  speak  for  the  whole  scope  of 
country  indicated  in  their  remark  ’..  It  is  not  so. 
lam  older  now,  and  underitand  these  thing;.  1 
have  been  bi-hu.d  the  curtain  here,  which  excludes 
«ur  doings  from  the  eyes  of  the  American  people; 
ami  when  1  hear  and  see  these  things,  I  attach  just  so 
o&uch  weight  to  them  as  th  y  deserve.  Such  as- 
.severatlons  are  often  m’lde  by  gentlemen,  who,  no 
doubt,  believe  them  to  be  true,  but  who  know  no 
snore  about  it  than  I  do.  Experience  has  shown 
that,  in  more  than  one  instance,  they  were  mis¬ 
taken. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  forget,  that  besides  these 
offices  held  under  the  Federal  Government,  there 
are  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  held  under  the 
State  Governments.  '  Indeed,  to  make  up  the 
number  of  a  hundred  thous  rad  under  the  former, 
I  believe  thgy  count  the  army  and  n  :vy  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  all  ike  pensioneri;/  By  what 
.authority  are  they  set  down  as  Iri'  iidsof  the  ad- 
■wiinistratiOii?  Who  asse:  ts  that  these  men,  who 
receive  tlie  sums  paid  to  them  under  the  law,  and 
not  by  I'he  fav.  -r  of  the  Exec'iiive,  are  less  fr  -e 
iffian  them  fellow-citizens?  How  are  they  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Pr.sidisr.t  for  surpo' t'  They  ai”.-  no 
More-so  than  any  other  citizen  of  the  countiy. 
But  suppose  what  is  s.aid  of  them  to  be  true,  we 
all  know  that  the  Sta'e,  county,  city,  town,  and 
jtownship  officers  exercise  much  more  influence 
OTtr  ti’.e  public  mind  than  they  do  Who  has 
most  influence  over  his  neighbors,  the  sheriff  of  tlie 
coiuity,  the  a3.sociate  judges,  where  there  aresuch 
■afficers,  or  a  postmaster  in  some  little  towmt 
The  former,  unquestionably.  And  pray,  who 
bolds  these  offices  in  ail  the  States,  epunties,  and 
vtowns,  in  whi-.h  the  opposition  have  the  political 
power.^  Their  friends,  in  almost  every  instance 
in  what  places  do  they  vote  for  democrats  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  men  of  their  own  party?  In  none  tlmt 
have  come  within  the  range  of  my  observation. 
Have  they  any  right  to  complain,  that  we  prefer 
our  friends  to  our  enemies,  (and  that  is  the  pro¬ 
scription  of  which  they  complain,)  when  they  do 


the  very  sapae  thing  themselves  1  They  to 

agsinst  men,  and  thus  prngcribe  them  for  oj 
nion’s  sake.”  They  will  not  allow  them  loho'd* 
flee;  and  the  only  reason  assigned  is,  that  they 
not  like  their  fo/itical  opinions.  All  parties 
this  It  is  in  the  nature  of  man  to  sustain  1 
friends,  and  to  rally  ajjound  those  who  agree  wi 
him  in  feijtirnent. 

We  are  cliarged  with  being  influenced  by  t' 

“  SPOILS,”  and  with  relying  upon  them  to  i 
sure  our  success.  By  ”  spoils”  they  mean  eith  ’ 
office  or  m'lr.cy.  In  regard  to  the  former,  t 
opp'nitinn  claim  a  re  mark  able  share  of  disinl 
i  e.atf  d  p.atriotism.  If  we  believe  their  account 
it,  they  ha^  e  .a  gr.w.t  aversion  to  office;  and  y( 
when  did  they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by,  wit 
out  grasping  at  it?  I  can  imagine  1  almost  s 
th  ir  “  moiiihs  witer”  sometimes  for  a  taste 
the  “  Trea*.ury  p  ip!” 

If  it  had  so  Inppened  th.at  Mr.  Van  Biiren  h 
not  fee  ived  q'lite  votes  enough  to  elect  hi 
and.  tl'.e  three  highest  candidates  had  come  b. 
fere  tlie  Ifou'e  fir  our  decision,  wej  should  ha 
had  .great  difiicnily  in  riTiving  at  a  conclusio 
riiere  would  have  been  no  inUigue  or  bargain. 


course!  Hut  when  all  the  difficulties  had  be 


surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt  would  have  bee 
an  1  an  opposition  m.an  elected,  then  we  shou*^ 
hive  seen  the  beginning  of  troubles.  Wf 
would  have  been  tlie  policy  of  his  administi 
ti@n  no  man  living  can  tell.  His  support*  “ 
would  have  been  of  all  political  creeds  a: 
complexions  under  Heaven;  as  opposite  to  ca 
other  as  the  poles,  and  wholly  irreconcilab, 

I  He  could  not  have  pleased  one  set  of  them  wil 
out  displeasing  the  others;  and  if  he  had  compi  * 
misf  d,  and  gone  sometimes  a  little  with  one  sid*^ 
and  then  leaned  a  little  to  the  other,  he  won 
have  been  doing  precisely  what  they  charge  up 
Genera]  .fackson;  and  would  therefore  have  d 
pleased  them  all.' 

But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  AVe  « 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go  t 
gether.  Now,  the  opposition  profess  to  belie 
that  our  friends  who  are  in  office  are  unworthy 
remain  there;  so  they  would  be  turned  out  Jori 
wi'h.  Again,  they  prof  ss  to  have  a  mortal  1 
tred  for  <  Ifice  holder.';  and,  of  course,  none 
them  luoull  be  willing  to  fill  the  vacancies!  He 
woii’d  be  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  that  ev 
bffell  a  fee  people — nil  the  offices  of  the  count 
vnC'int,  end  no  one  to  fill  them!  One  portion 
'he  country  would  be  too  bad,  and  the  other 
good,  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  public  offic 
Iior.or,  or  emolument! 

But  upon  tlie  subject  of  ifioney,  cf  mercenA 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the  stroii 
est  incliniit'ori  to  resort  to  such  means  to  conti 
public  seniiment?  Who  are  the  friends  of  banl 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Who  are  # 
ling  to  sell  extraordinary  privileges  for  bonus 
payable  in  money?  Who  are  the  .supporter^' 
iaml  bills  and  distribution  bills?  I  do  not  s 
of  the  deposite  bill  of  the  la.st  session.  That  4 
sustained  by  a  .majority  of  my  own  jiolific 
friends;  driven  to  it,  in  some  measure,  by J1 
force  of  circumstances,  which  they  could  not  fffl  ** 
control;  but  1  allude  to  a  permanent  system^ 
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tich  snoney  for  which  the  Government  has  no 
;  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people; 

3,  after  paying  four  or  five  sets  of  public  men 
colli  cting  it,  for  legislating  upon  the  subject, 
i  for  distributing  it  ag<in,  we  return  to  the 
ite  Governments  the  balance,  to  be  expended 
such  manner  as  they  may  direct.  The  General 
ivernment  has  no  right  to  do  this — it  is  a  fraud 
on  tht  pei>jtle.  The  revenue  should  be  cut, 
wn  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
i  nothing  more;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  indi- 
lual  industry  beyond  that  in  the  people’s  pock- 
,  to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man  may  think 
oper.  Such  is  the  democratic  doctrine;  but 
;  opposU'on  v/ill  not  go  for  this. 

The  indications  have  been  already  given  to  the 
untry.  There  is  to  be  a  coalitiim  between  a 
rtion  cf  the  South,  and  the  manufacturing  inte- 
it  of  the  North.  The  preservation  of 'the 
ublic  faitli,”  is  to  be  the  pretext  for  collecting 
surplus.  The  “compromise  bill’’  is  said  to 
ve  pledged  the  public  faith!  What  an  absurdity 
this!  Sir,  I  would  regard  a  violation  of  the  faith 
the  nation  with  as  much  horror  as  any  gentle- 
m  in  or  out  of  this  House.  A  nation  without 
th  is  like  an  individual  whose  reputation  has 
en  totally  destroyed;  they  are  both  very  pro- 
rly  excluded  from  all  honorable  associations, 
it  how  has  public  faith  been  pledged  in  this 
se?  Can  two  or  three  prominent  members  of 
ingress  make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain  the 
ssage  of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity? 
tve  they  any  more  power  than  their  successors; 
d,  if  so,  whence  did  they  obtain  it?  The  idea  is 
eposterous.  If  they  could  bind  hs  for  ten  yea  s, 
»y  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hundred;  and  what 
comes  of  popular  liberty  ?  The  “compromise 
I”  is  of  no  more  authority  than  any  other  law  of 
mgress,  and  can  be  repealed  or  modified  at  any 
ne  we  may  think  proper.  It  will  be  sustained, 
wever,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  an  enormous 
lount  of  taxes  thus  levied  upon  the  people  to  be 
rided  out  again;  keeping  up  swarms  of  unne- 
ssary  officers,  and  enriching  one  portion  of  the 
mmunlty  at  the  expense  of  another.  The 
aney  is  never  returned  to  the  men  who  earned  it. 
Again,  it  is  charged  upon  this  administration, 
at  it  has  increased  the  annual  expe.uditures  to  a 
rge  amount.  Why  do  not  gentlemen  have  the 
ndor  to  tell  the  people  the  cause  of  this  increase/ 
i*  to  be  found  in  the  increased  population,  offi- 
s,  and  wants  of  the  Government;  in  the  appro- 
iations  for  various  national  objects,  fortifications, 
iVy,  &G.  &c.  1  he  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes 

est  of  the  Mississipppi,  the  purchase  of  their 
nds,  and  the  wars  we  have  had  with  them,  are 
nje  of  the  principal  items.  Has  there  been  any 
(necessary  expenditure?  If  so,  point  it  out. 
it  us  know  what  it  is;  and  then  we  will  ask  our- 
Ives  why  we  approproprialed  the  money. 

So  of  the  corruption,  of  which  we  hear  so  much, 
what  does  it  consist?  Who  has  been  guilty  ofit;in 
liat  dep-artment  or  bureau  is  it  t»  be  found?  what 
its  character?  General  charges  are  easily  made; 
It  they  are  too  indefinite.  Let  gentlemen  as- 
,me  the  responsibility  of  making  a  distinct 
large.  In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a 
•oseculion  against  another  for  an  offence,  and  it 


turns  out  upon  investigation  that  there  is  no  foun¬ 
dation  for  it,  and  not  even  a  probable  cause  for 
its  commencement,  the  prosecutor  is  liable  to  en 
action  of  damages  for  the  injury  done  to  indi¬ 
vidual  reputation.  Are  the  characters  of  public 
men  less  valuable  to  them  that  those  of  private 
citizens?  Are  they  not  equally  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  law?  True,  the  prosecutor  here 
might  not  be  liable  to  an  action;  but  if  there  should 
turn  out  to  be  neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor 
good  reason  for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public 
sentiment  would  render  that  justice  to  all  con¬ 
cerned,  that  is  administered,  in  the  other  case,  by 
the  judiciary  of  the  country. 

If  any  gent  eman  will  rise  in  his  place,  and  state 
that  he  h.s  good  reason  to  believe,  from  informa¬ 
tion  upon  which  he  can  rely,  that  fraud  and  cor- 
ruptioH  do  exist  in  a  particular  department,  either 
naming  his  informant  or  stating  that  it  is  improper 
to  name  him,  I  for  one  will  vole  for  a  cornmittee, 
with  ample  powers  to  make  a  thorough  investi¬ 
gation.  If  one  committee  is  not  enough,  I  will 
vote  for'more — for  as  many  as  are  necessary — to 
develope  the  true  conihtion  of  the  public  office^ 
and  to  expose  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found 
in  them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been  de¬ 
nominated  a  mere  “  bed  of  justice  to  register  the 
decrees  of  royalty!’’  It  seems  that  we  sit  here, 
without  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely  to  reg^ 
ter  the  edicts  of  the  President!  What  is  the  pre¬ 
text  for  this  charge^  Why,  forsooth,  we  agree 
in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and  therefore 
sustain  his  measures!  Was  ever  argument  more 
futile!  Who  elected  the  President?  The  people. 
Who  elected  the  members  of  this  House?  The 
same  people.  Do  they  not  vote  for  both,  because 
they  approve  of  their  political  cpimnns?  Undoubt¬ 
edly.  Are  not  the  President  and  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  House  of  the  same  political 
party?  Is  it  strange  that  they  should  agree  in  re¬ 
gard  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy^  Who 
would  anticipate  any  thing  tlse  than  an  agree- 
ment.!  I  desire  to  speak  respectfully  of  arguments 
advanced  here,  and  will  therefore  not  say  that 
this  is  childish,  but  really  it  is  one  of  the  strangest 
specimens  of  parliamentary  logic  that  I  have  ever 
heard. 

Pray,  who  rules  the  opposition?  Whose  edicts 
do  they  register?  Do  they  sit  here  to  register  the 
edicts  of  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
of  another  from  Massachusetts,  and  of  a  third 
from  South  Carolina?  If  not,  how  does  it  happen 
that  they  agree  so  cordially  and  entirely  with 
the  three  <neal  leaders  in  all  their  political  opinions# 
The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  agreement 
does  exist;  and  if  the  argument  is  good  with  re¬ 
spect  to  us,  it  applies  equally  to  the  oppostUm.  If 
we  are  the  President’s  “slaves,”  they  are  “slaves 
to  the  opposition  leaders.  ,  »  u 

The  President,  it  is  said,  is  popular;  that  ne 
rules  the  country  and  guides  public  sentiment  by 
the  aid  of  this  personal  popularity.  What  a  most 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion!  True,  he  is  pop^u- 
lar;  but  it  is  because  he  deserves  to  be  so,  frorn  his 
eminent  talents,  his  democratic  principles,  and  hw 
fkithfu  I  and  extraordinary  public  services.  1 1  other 


gentlemen  wish  to  be  popular,  let  (hem  pursue  his 
footsteps,  adopt  his  principles,  and  render  such 
8  ryices,  and  then  th  y  will  attain  the  object  of 
ineir  wishes.  '[  he  people  of  this  country  have 
but  one  desire  in  regard  to  public  r.ffUirs;  'it  is,  Uj 
see  their  Goi-ernment  well  administered.  They 
elected  Aivirevr  Jackson  because  they  believed  he 
would  thus  administer  the  Govermient,  and  lliey 
have  not  been  disappointed. 

Who  is  it  that  complains  of  him  They  are  the 
men  who  to'd  us  in  1B24  and  in  1823,  tlu'.t  if  Jack- 
son  fucceeded,  the  coun'ry  would  he  ruined;  the 
men  who  told  us  the  same  thing  in  7  832-  mcri 
who  mvok  d  v/ar,  pestiknce,  and  f„m  ne,  rather 
than  devotion  to  milit.aiy  glory;  but  who,  during 
the  late  campa-gn,  luizza  d  for  milit.-.ry  chieftains 
louder  than  ever  we  did  ol  any  period.  They 
are  now  endeavoring  to  convince  us  that  they 
were  right;  that  toe  have  i.een  ruined;  and  (hat  ail 
their  predictions  have  been  verified  Do  they 
think  we  will  behove  their  declamation  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses^  When 


now  in  power.  What  I  complain  of  is,  that 
opposition,  who  are  in  a  minority,  and  have  b| 
for  years,  should  arrogantly  claim  that  they  are 
Country,  and  we  I  ut  a  Party.  I  Insist  that  if 
party  can  be  called  "the  Country^'  it  is  ours; 
in  a  free  country,  the  voice  of  the  m.ijority  is  vi 
ally  the  voice  of  the  country. 


was  this  country  ever  morq  happy  and  prosperous 
than  at  this  moment  ?  Never  since  the  Government 


was  first  organized.  The  laboring  classes  of  com¬ 
munity  the  farmer,  (he  plan'er,  (he  mecbanic,  the 
manufacturer,  are  all  growing  ric'i.  Land  and  all 
ns  products,  bear  a  higher  price  than  they  have  for 
many  years;  yet  gentlemen  will  have  it  that  we 
are  ruined.  The  laws  pr«,tect  every  man  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  his  rights,  personal  liberty  per¬ 
sonal  security,  and  private  property;  in  all  his  im 
munities  and  piiviieges,  religious,  civil,  and  politi- 
cal;  still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined, 
bir,  the  people  will  not  believe  them.  When  (hev 
feel  themselves  happy  at  home,  and  learn  from 
every  intelligent  American,  of  every  party  that 
our  country  now  stands  higher  abroad,  on  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  our  intercourse  has  been 
concucted  by  this  admir.istration  witli  foi  eign  na 
tiODs,  (Praece  included,)  than  it  ever  did  in  any 
former  period,  they  will  not  believe  any  man  who 
asserts  that  they  have  been  injured  by  those  who 
have  held  the  w.-ms  of  power  for  the  last  eight 
years. 

whose  motion  the  House  adjourned.  The  subiect 
did  not  come  up  again  wntil  tlic  foPowin-r  Tuesclav 

when  Mr,  II.  concluded  his  remarks  as  follows  1^’ 
Before  I  resume  the  thread  of  my  discourse  I 
must  submit  a  ,ew  observa  tions  with  regard  to  what 
fell  from  me  the  other  day.  when  I  addressed  the 
House.  I  know  how  easy  it  is  for  what  is  sa  d  here 
to  be  misunderstood  and  misrepresented;  and  it 
appears  that  my  positions  liave  been  greatly  mis¬ 
understood  by  some  who  heard  me.  ^ 


jtg'ain,  sir,  1  stated  (hat  I  had  been  behind  | 
curtain  since  I  came  here,  and  had  been  undecij 
ed  with  regard  to  many  operations  of  public  m 
I  dircedy  referiad  to  this  House,  and  to 
schemes  and  plans  concocted  and  carried  into  e, 
cut'on  by  those  who  oppose  the  administration.  I 
spoke  of  the  curtain '.■'  hich  conceals  us  from  ' 
scrut'iiy  of  the  people  who  are  at  home,  and  v 
are  often  imposed  upon  most  shamefully  by  w 
is  put  forth  fiom  this  “ten  miles  square.”  1 
example,  bow  often  do  we  see  an  account  gli 
by  a  lelt<  r  writer  of  the  .speeches  made  h( 
which  is  a  lis?ue  cf  misrepresentation  from  begi 


;  to  end.  A  f  iend  of  the  administration  rl| 


It  IS  said  that  I  demanded  specific  charges  of 
fraud  before  I  would  vote  for  a  committee  of  in¬ 


quiry.  ISot  so,  sir:  I  require  some  gentleman  to 
assume  (he  responsibility  of  pointing  to  the  de¬ 
partment,  bureau,  or  officer,  where  the  fraud  is  to 
be  found  and  of  asserting  in  his  placf,  that  be  has 
good  reasons  for  believing  it  exists.  Then  I  will 
vote  promptly  for  an  investigation. 

So  I  have  been  understood  to  ss-ty,  that  those 
now  m  power  are  not  a  party.  I  said  no  such 
thing.  1  he  country  is  djvivided  into  parties  and 
perhaps  always  wiU  be;  and  one  of  those  parties  is 


perhaps  and  makes  a  speech.  That  is  put  do 
as  a  feeble  effort;  contradictoiy,  illogical,  and 
that.  Then  an  opposition  gentleman  arose,  and 
literally  flayed  the  other  alive.  Poor  fellow, 
looked  as  if  he  would  sink  through  the  floor.  T 
vt  riter  almost  fancied  he  could  hear  him  groan  *u 
bly,  such  wiis  the  agony  he  felt  and  manlfesti 
Now  those  of  us  who  are  here  “behind  the  curtail 
understand  all  (his;  and  the  people  at  home  are 
ginning  to  understand  it  too,  though  for  a  le 
time  they  did  not.  We  know  that  these  men  i 
paid  to  abuse  one  side  and  praise  the  othe'r,  e 
that  they  are  merely  laboring  in  their  vocation. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  I  justified  the  Pri 
dent’.s  incons  stency,  by  charging  like  conduct  t 
on  his  opponents.  I  did  not  undertake  to  arg 
that  point  at  all;  but  1  take  occasion  now  to  de 
that  the  inconsistencies  charged  upon  him  do  i 
ist  ill  point  of  fact. 

So  of  the  proscription  and  patronage  which  fi 
fiish  themes  of  endless  declamatioB,  I  am  undi 
stood  to  justify  the  one,  and  to  disregard  t 
other,  because  of  the  existence  of  the  sai 
things  in  the  States  where  the  opposition  have  t 
power. 

[Here  Mr.  Pickens  rose  and  inquired  if  K 
II.  meant  to  include  South  Carolina?  to  whi 
Mr.  H.  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  P.  stat 
that  tlie  gentleman’s  information  was  incorret 
for  the  dominant  party  there  had  not  proscrib 
and  removed  their  political  opponents.  Mr.  Ho. 
made  a  similar  statement  in  regard  to  Massach 
setis.]  Mr.  II.  then  proceeded^ 

I  am  glad  to  h  ar  that  our  opponents  are 
liberal  in  South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts.  B 
the  gentlemen  have  not  given  to  the  term  proscri 
ii»n  the  same  meaning  that  I  do.  It  means, 
plain  English,  as  I  understand  it,  a  preference 
our  fi  iends  to  our  enemies.  This  preference  e 
ists  in  all  parties,  and  is  right  in  itself.  Quail 
cations  being  equal,  or  nearly  so,  I  would  alwff 
prefer  my  friend  to  my  political  antagonist,  ji 
party  has  ever  shown  a  more  rigid  adherence  ■ 
this  principle,  than  the  various  parties  opposed  ^ 
the  administration;  and  I  believe  it  is  8o  in  bo) 
South  Carolina  and  Msssachusetts.  /Weseeyo 
few  Jackson  men  in  Congreaa  from  either  of  tba 
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■s,  and  that  alone  proves  what  I  say.  Renno- 
cannot  t;ike  place  where  there  is,  nobody  to 
VC;  and  1  piesutne  there  were  but  few  of 
.  in  office  in  cither  Slate. 

i  to  removak  from  office,  it  is  <  nough  for  me 
peat,  that  the  charges  against  the  r.xecutive 
lot  sustained  by  the  facts;  and  1  appeal  to 
lepartmentfi  in  tliis  city,  rndto  the  post  offices 
ig’.icut  the  Union, to  prove  tiiC  unjustness  of  the 
tation,  that  nen  are  removed  vicrcl^  an  account 
•xrful'Uical  sentiments, 

hen  wc  show  that  the  opposition  pref;r  men 
eir  own  party  to  others,  we  may  then  fdtly 
I  properly  flsk,  wjiat  would  the  p  oplegsin 
I  this  point,  by  turning  out  the  dcmiiiant  par- 
nd  putting  in  their  opponents?  When  the 
1  chides  blackness,  is  it  not  fair  to  point  to 
olor  of  his  own  pumage?  If  “  Satan  under- 
to  reprove  sin,”  is  it  not  well  to  remind  hi{n, 
his  own  moral  character  does  not  stand  very 
n  the  community?  And  if  politicians  make 
us  charges  against  their  opponents,  may  we 
emiud  them,  that  the)’-  are  guilty  of  the  very 
thing  themselves,  which  (her/  charge  upon 
s? 

iving  said  thus  much  in  explanation,  I  will 
proceed  with  my  discourse.  When  we  ad-' 
led  the  other  day,  I  was  remarking  that  the 
ti  had  approver]  of  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
Executive.  The  late  elections  prove  that 
nd  all  dispute.  A  successor  h?s  been  selected 
large  majority,  who  has  been  associated  with 
Executive  for  many  years;  who  approves  of 
leading  measures,  and  is  pledged  to  carry  out 
olicy.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
,)  who  I  regret  to  see  is  not  in  his  seat,  par- 
irly  as  I  understand  he  is  detained  from  it 
le  illness  of  his  family,  told  us  the  other  day 
I  he  was  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people, 
did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assailing  the 
ident.  That  gentlenaaw  and  several  others 
been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people  in 
ame  way  for  years;  yet,  whenever  the  people 
j  to  the  polls,  they  uniformly  decide  against 
own  advocates,  and  in  favor  of  Andrew 
son!  This  proves  their  approbation  of  his 
liples  and  policy. 

do  not  stand  here  to  eulogize  the  President, 
this  much.  I  will  say :  when  tlie  passions 
h  enter  into  party  conflicts  in  this  country 
have  subsided — when  the  prejudices  created 
iUch  controvei-sies  shall  have  passed  away, 

,  and  not  till  then,  will  justice  be  done  to  the 
and  character  of  Andrew  Jacks  m.  And 
1  liis  enemies  shall  have  floated  down  the 
m  of  time  into  that  oblivion  which  is  the  ine- 
le  destiny  of  almost  their  -whole  number,  his 
ory  will  survive  and  flourish  in  the;  hearts  of 
it,  a  grat-tful,  and  an  intelligent  people, 
le  history  of  America  up  to  this  period,  will 
:nt  three  Presidents  standing  out  boldly  upon 
lages  as  great  public  benefactors.  They  are 
ge  Washington,  who  harmonized  the  con- 
ig  elements  and  put  our  Government  in  mo- 
Thomas  Jefl'erson,  who  arrested  it  in  its 
ihill  career  towards  monarchy,  and  restored  it 
pristine  purity;  and  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
it  the  “  republican  tack,”  brought  it  back 


to  the  point  where  Jefferson  left  it,  and  where 
ought  always  to  f-main. 

i  come  now  to  sps^ik  of  the  future.  It  has 
been  holdly  proc’imril  here  by  several  gentlemen, 
that,  ill  riig.ii-d  to  tiie  administration  of  Mr.  Van 
Baren,  we  are  to  have  “war  in  advance,’'  and 
“war  to  the  hnij“t/”  Tiiis  is  a  most  ei'.traordi- 
nary  position  for  gentlemen  to  assume.  Be¬ 
fore  the  principles  or  policy  of  the  Chief  Ma¬ 
gistrate  are  mid  •  krown,  nay,  before  he  has 
taken  the  oath  of  office,  to  declare  war;  and 
that,  too,  a  witr  of  externimatlon!  They  in¬ 
form  us  that  lie  is  not  to  be  judge!  by  his  acts; 
that  they  may  possibly  support  his  measures,  but 
they  will  wage  an  iiiternarable  warfare  sgai  ist 
the  man.'  M’hy,  sir,  toe  go  for  mcosore.?,  and 
to  carry  tlieni  out;  toe  support  men,  because  tliey 
are  in  favor  of  certain  doctrines  and  mrasurts,  not 
because  we  like  the  man .  Any  other  system  than 
this  must  degenerate  into  mere  “  man  worship.** 
Thi-i  may  be  a  very  patriotic  opposition;  bat  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  themsAves.  IVlien  one  mm  is  determined 
beforehand  to  be  displeased,  or  to  quarrd  with 
another,  we  know  how  easy  it  is  to  find  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  so.  Now  if  it  should  so  happen, 
in  the  progress  of  events,  that  these  gentlemen 
find  it  necessary  at  some  future  time  to  make  an 
ass'iult  upon  the  adrniiiistration,  will  not  the  people 
be  inclined  to  reply:  “Ah!  we  did  not  expect  .v»« 
to  be  satisfied,  for  you  were  determined  to  be  dis¬ 
pleased,  let  the  President  do  as  he  might.”  But 
the  course  which  gentlemen  choose  to  pursue  is 
somewhat  a  matter  of  taste;  and  I  have  not  the 
least  desire  to  dictate  to  any  one  upon  this  subject. 

If  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved  that 
w'e  shall  have  another  four  ye  ars’  war;  if  they  will 
agree  to  no  cessation  of  hostilities;  if  we  cannot 
be  p'ermitted  even  to  go  into  winter  quarters  for 
three  months;  if  war,  and  war  to  the  knife  is  to 
be  their  motto, — for  one,  I  sa)% — “Come  on.  Mat- 
duff!”  Let  us  hear  the  roar  of  your  cannon  gen¬ 
tlemen.  Show  us  the  size  of  your  balls;  the 
length  and  diameter  of  your  calibres.  Let  us  hear 
tke  trampling  of  the  horses’  hoofs;  the  neighing  of 
the  steeds,  and  the  clangor  of  your  trumpets.  Do 
not  annoy  us  by  the  random  shots  of  single  rifle¬ 
men,  from  behind  the  scattering  trees;  nor  by  the 
flanking  and  scouting  parties  that  belong  to  your 
army;  but  charge  with  all  your  forces.  Danger 
is  always  increased,  in  appearance,  by  tbe  to- 
tance.  The  enemy  presents  a  much  more  terrify¬ 
ing  aspect  when  "he  first  bursts  upon  the  view, 
than  -when  you  grapple  w  ith  him,  man  to  man, 
and  test  the  power  of  his  muscle  and  the  fierce¬ 
ness  of  hii  spirit.  Give  us  a  general  fire,  along 
your  whole  line.  The  suspense 'which  precedes 
a  great  battle  is  the  most  dreadful  period  of  the 
wiiole  affiir.  I  am  told,  that  even  cowards  wii 
fi'ght  after  the  first  discharge;  and  1  promise  yo^ 
that  all  of  us  who  survive  the  first  shock,  willstand 
up  and  give  you  a  fair  fight  in  the  open  plain. 

I’he  reason  assigned  for  making  war  upon  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is,  that  he  i.  a  USURPER!  Yes  sir,  al¬ 
though  elected  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 

he  is  a  usurper.  I,anguage  is  chasging  its  meaa- 

ing  now-a-days,  and  we  shall  soon  be  unable  to  ua- 
derstand  each  other.  Let  us  look  urto  this  charge. 
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We  *11  know  there  were  inanj  persons  in  the 
democratic  party  who  did  not  prefer  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  to  all  others,  as  the  successor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  us  preferred  Judge  McLean; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  v/ere  for 
Judge  White,  and  many  were  in  favor  of  the  ho¬ 
norable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Colonel 
Johnson.)  He  was  not  my  first  choice.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  us  in  Ohio  preferred  a  distinguished  citi- 
aen  of  our  own  State.  We  knew  him  personally; 
we  bad  seen  the  zeal,  industry,  and  abihty  dis¬ 
played  bjf  h;m  in  the  management  of  an  important 
Department  of  the  Government,  and  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  the 
various  stations  he  had  held,  both  under  the  State 
and  Federal  authorities.  We  believed  lie  would 
make  an  excellent  Chief  Migistrate;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  some  of  us  had  been  induced  to 
believe  that,  although  Mr.  Van  Biiren  possessed 
great  abilities  and  experience,  still  he  was  an  in¬ 
triguing  politician.  We  believed  so,  because  we 
heard  these  things  said,  day  after  day,  for  years,  and 
scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said  in  his  defence. 
How  could  any  one  expect  us,  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  to  come  to  a  favorable  conclusion  in 
regard  to  him.  I  must  here  beg  pardon  of  the 
House  for  speaking  particularly  of  myself.  When 
I  was  first  elected  to  Congress,  I  was  elected  as  a 
McLean  man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  colleagues 
were  well  known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  place, 
io  be  favorable  to  the  Judge;  whilst  the  other 
mends  of  the  administration  from  Ohio  were 
either  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  uncommitted. 

Dmng  the  first  session  we  were  here,  a  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Jackson  party  was  held,  at  which 
they  nominated  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  President; 

crowding  Judge  McLean  off  the  track  in 
Ohio.  It  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  among 
those  who  took  any  interest  in  my  opinions,  that, 
judging  from  the  inform.vtior*  I  received  with  re¬ 
gard  to  this  proceeding,  the  manner  of  getting  up 
and  conducting  the  convention,  I  at  that  time  dis¬ 
approved  it,  though  subsequent  informatioa 
changed  my  opinions.  I  wrote  three  letters  ex¬ 
pressive  of  my  disapprobation — jirivate,  confidential 
ktiers,  so  marked  upon  their  face.  Two  were 
written  to  a  gentleman  long  since  deceased;  and 
the  other  to  an  individual  still  living.  Both  these 
persons  were  Jackson  McLean  men,  and  my  per¬ 
sonal  friends.  During  the  campaign  last  fall,  these 
Irtters,  with  the  word  ^'private,”  and  the  names 
of  the  correspondents  erased,  and  with  what  other 
alterations — if  any — 1  know  not,  appeared  in  the 
public  nev/spapers.  The  living  correspondent  de¬ 
nied  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  publication 
and  the  family  of  the  deceased  had  no  participa¬ 
tion  in  it.  A  few  “whigs,”  with  two  or  three 
pnfessedyzn  Buren  men,  I  am  told,  superintended 
the  publication.  I  do  not  charge  it  upon  the  op¬ 
position  as  a  party,  for  I  take  pleasure  in  saying, 
that  however  wrong  I  may  think  them  in  their  po¬ 
litics,  there  are  thousands  of  them  who  are  hig-h- 
Hiindsd,  honorable  men;  men  who  would  suffer 
their  right  arms  to  be  severed  from  their  shoulders, 
rather  than  descend  to  a  mean  or  dishonorable  ac¬ 
tion.  But  the  men  of  any  party  who  would  violate 
the  secrecy  of  a  confidential  correspondence,  who 
would  procure  the  private  communications  passing 
between  personal  and  political  friends,  and  expose 


their  contents  to  the  world  without  the  codm 
the  parties,  are  unworthy  of  the  society  of  g« 
men  any  where,  and  deserve  the  scorn  and  i 
nation  of  every  honest  man  in  the  community 
These  letters  were  published  to  prove  m 
consistency,  in  having  once  been  favorable  to  J 
McLean,  and  being  now  (or  Mr.  Van  Buren; 
the  charge  was  made  by  individuals  of  the  F 
son  party,  who  acknowledged  that  Gen.  Hal 
was  not  their  first  choice;  but  they  supportec 
because  he  was  taken  up  by  their  party! 
preferred  Mr.  Clay  or  Mr.  Webstei;  but 
their  friends  settled  down  upon  the  Hero  of 
pecanoe,  they  went  for  him. 

The  friends  of  Judge  McLean,  who  belong 
the  democratic  paity,  [adhered  to  him  as  loi 
there  was  any  prospect  of  his  being  run  by 
party.  When  that  failed,  and  he  w.thdrew 
the  canvass,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  brii 
I  he  election  of  President  into  this  House, 
tliey,  generally,  went  over  to  Mr.  Van  Buren 
[Here  Mr.  Vikton  rose  and  requested  lea 
ask  Mr.  H.  a  question.  Mr.  H.  “Certainly.” 
V.  “Will  my  colleague  say,  whether  he  dii 
go  over  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  before  Judge  Me 
declined?”  Mr.  H.  “I  will  answer  my  colI« 
with  pleasure  When  first  elected,^my  con 
ents  knew  I  was  a  McLean  man.  Previous  t 
second  election  I  published  a  card,  stating 
whatever  might  be  my  individual  prefer 
whenever  my  parly  united  generally  upon  a 
didate,  I  should  go  with  them.  With  this  infi 
tion  before  them,  the  people  elected  me,  ! 
have  faithfully  kept  my  promise  t9  the  1 
That  election  was,  I  believe,  before  the  J 
formally  declined  being  a  candidate-  So  i 
for  my  own  individual  affai  rs.  ] 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  opposition  to  i 
the  Vice  President  popular  with  his  own  p 
was  the  daily  abuse  they  bestowed  upon 
during  the  “panic  session.”  They  const 
connected  “Jackson,  Van  Buren,  and  the  pa 
together,  to  make  up  a  triumvirate.  This 
naturally  excited  kind  feelings  towards  him  ai 
those  who  were  abused  in  common  witl 
President  and  himself;  in  this  manner, 
made  him  thousands  of  friends,  and  he  was  li 
adopted  as  the  candidate  of  the  democratic  p 
But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  ihe  President  j 
nated  him  as  his  successor,  and  that  to  this  t 
nation  he  owes  his  election!  I  should  be  gj 
know  when,  where,  and  under  what  cir 
stances,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[Mr.  Pettos  arose,  and  said  he  could  tel 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  would  do  so  then, 
desired  it;  or  would  do  it  after  he  got  thro 
whichever  he  pleased.  Mr.  Hamkr  rema 
that  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  for  Mr.  j 
give  his  sentiments  after  he  had  closed.J 
I  presume,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  the  gentl 
from  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwin  letter, 
by  the  President  in  defence  of  some  chargeji 
against  him  in  a  Nashville  paper.  It  is  somq 
since  I  saw  that  letter;  but  such  is  the  tenor 
according  to  ray  recollection.  , 

[Mr.  PzTTOs  again  arose,  and  made  som 
marks  respecting  this  letter,  contending  tha 
article  in  the  Nashville  paper  was  not  an'J 
upon  General  Jackson,  but  that  it  had  been : 


11 


text  for  writing  the  letter,  wh'ch  denoiinced 
body  in  advjuice  who  would  not  suppost 
''an  Buren.] 

H  proceeded,  l.et  tlie  na'ure  of  the  arti- 
;  wliat  it  might,  on-s  thing  is  certain — the 
was  neither  in  form  nor  in  substance,  a 
jinaito'i”  of  Mr.  'Van  Buren.  It  advised 
and  harmony  in  the  paity,  and  spoke  fa- 
ly  of  the  propose  1  c  (mention  st  Ualtimore. 
sp  )Se  the  Presidetit  was  favorable  to  him, 
in.re  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Dors  a  Chief 
(trate  lose  the  freedom  of  thought  by  his 
on  to  tliat  office.?  This  would  be  a  new  doc- 
in  our  country.  It  is  not  unnatural  th^it  he 
cl  be  favorahle  to  Mr.  Van  Burtn.  He  knew 
arell.  I'lie  latter  had  been  associated  with 
ir )  ears  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
Thcy  agreed  in  opinion  w  th  respect  to  ad 
ad  ng  measures  of  the  administration,  and 
'an  liuren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  tncar.y 
out,  and  pursue  the  policy  ot  G.  n.  Jack 
To  such  a  candidate  he  could  not  well  b 
sed;  but  how  did  this  influence  the  election? 
V  was  the  President’s  ii  fiiience  effectuall) 
ed  in  favor  of  his  successoi  ?  Not  in  Tennes- 
or  that  State  went  against  him.  If  there  was 
ne  State  in  the  Uncon  which  could  beinflii- 
1  by  him,  it  must  be  Tennessee;  and  yet  that 
fur  Ju  'ge  White!  Where,  then,  is  the  evi 
5  of  this  “  appnntfnent  of  his  successor,”  so 
Jet  tly  charged  upon  all  concerned?  No 
e  but  in  the  imagination  of  those  who  have 
!ed  it  so  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  begin  to 
ve  it  themselves  Suppose  the  President  hud 
for  Judge  White  or  for  General  Harrison.' 
Id  there  have  bei  n  any  eomplaints  then.?  Not 
•d.  They  would  have  said:  “  Well,  the  Pre- 
t  has  got  his  eyes  open  at  last  to  the  true 
ictcrofMr.  Van  Buren;  he  can  be  dee  ived  no 
ir;  he  lias  detected  the  imposition  and,  with 
laracteristic  independence,  the  noble  old  Ge- 
has  come  r  ut  openly  against  him.”  He  wouIq 
been  “  glorifijd”  from  ene  end  of  the  con- 
t  to'the  other,  by  those  who  now  abuse  him 
le  Bcallimore  convention  nominated  the  Vice 
dent,  an.'l  madeliim  the  cindidat--  of  our  party 
too  is  a  grievous  offence;  and  smacks  of  dic- 
)  loo  St'  ongly  to  p’ease  the  oppcfition.  Pray, 
first  resarlrd  to  national  con-.  entions  for  such 
ises?  Who  held  the  conventions  at  B.-dti- 
that  nominated  Mr.  (Tlay  and  ^f^.  Wirt,  iu 
camoaign  of  1832.?  Who  lield  the  Young 
's  Naii<(nal  Convention  in  this  IJisiiict,  in  the 
year?  We  all  know  it  was  the  Whigs  and 
tntimasons.  Yet  these  are  the  men  who  now 
b  us  in  unmeasured  terms,  for  merely  follow- 
teir  example. 

it  his  locality  greatly  displeases  .some  gentle- 
aiid  they  Itave  abused  New  Y’ork  in  almost 
1  debate  that  has  occurred  here  for  the  last 
:  years;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same  manner 
their  newspapers.  And  why  may  not  New 
:  have  the  honor  of  giving  us  a  President? 
South  has  given  ns  four;  New  England  has 
I'hed  two,  and  the  West  one;  whilst  New  York 
Pennsylvania,  two  great  States,  occupying  a 
Pal  position  in  the  confederacy,  each  of  them  a 
in  within  itself,  have  pever  furnished  Us  one. 
it  has  New  York  done,  that  she  is  to  be  pro- 
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scribed?  Has  she  not  signalized  herself  by  a  de* 
votion  to  liberty,  and  an  attachment  to  democratic 
principles,  in  all  the  great  eraergencies  which  the 
country  has  seen? 

Where  was  she  in  the  revolutionary  war?  Bat¬ 
tling  srtiiong  the  foremost  for  independence.  What 
was  her  position  in  th  great  political  revolution 
thatljrouglit  Hr.  Jefferson  into  po'.:  er?  She  stood 
side  by  side  with  iier  demccr.atio  sisters,  struggling 
fo-  the  I'igi.ts  of  the  States  against  federal  usurpa- 
t'on  an  i  m  narchical  pmlnciples.  And  in  the  war 
of  1812,  where  was  she  found?  Sustaining  the 
cause  of  the  country  as  efficiently  as  nny  State  in 
t!i  Union,  and  liolding  at  bsy  the  Hirl ford  Con¬ 
vention  party,  who  were  not  permitted  to  cross 
hi  r  territory  into  the  middle  and  s.juthern  States.^ 
If  tlfu  State  has  a  distinguislied  sen,  wor.hy  ot 
the  Chief  Higistracy,  why  miy  he  not  be  pre¬ 
sented  as  a  candidate  for  the  suffrages  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States?  So  far  from  there 
being  any  thing  w  ong  in  it,  tin  re  was  a  peculiar 
fu’opriety,  under  all  the  circumstances,  in  taking 
the  cai«hd,ate  from  New  York  at  the  recent  elec¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  thus  made  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States.  He  en¬ 
countered  an  oppos'ition,  combining  more  talent, 
with  less  scrupulousness  in  regard  to  the  means 
employed  to  dsfeat  him,  than  were  ever  met  be¬ 
fore  by  any  successful  candidate  for  the  same 
office.  Their  untiring  exertions  induced  thou¬ 
sands  of  good  men,  and  sound  patriots  to  vote 
against'him,  who  were  utterly  misled  with  re¬ 
spect  to  his  true  character. 

In  some  places  he  was  denounced  as  a  Catholic, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  Protestants  to  vote 
against  him.  Many  did  so,  in  every  State  in  the 
Union,  believing  that,if  he  succeeded,  there  would 
be  a  league  formed  between  him  and  the  Pope, 
and  our  religious  liberties  would  be  prostrated 
forever.  Yet  every  intelligent  man,  of  every 
party,  knew  this  charge  to  be  utterly  false. 

To  the  open,  honest,  straight  forvrard  voter,  he 
was  denounced  as  a  political  intriguer.  We  al! 
know  I'low  easily  tbisebarge  is  made — how  strong¬ 
ly  inclined  tlic  people  are  to  believe  it  when  made 
against  public  men,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  dis¬ 
prove  it  in  any  case.  During  the  lute  campaign, 
his  friends  have  roundly  denied  the  cha'ge,  and 
demanded  the  proof.  What  answer  has  been 
given?  Why,  tl;at  “fee  is  so  smooth  and  so  sli/  in  bis 
eperalions,  that  j/ou  cannot  catch  him  at  it!”  Ah 
and  pray  how  was  it  ever  discovered  in  the  first 
instance,  if  he  leaves  no  traces  behind  him? 

At  the  South  he  was  declared  to  be  an  abolition¬ 
ist;  and  the  people  were  persuaded,  that  if  he 
succeeded,  the  constitutional  guaranties  for  their 
domestic  institutions,  peculiar  to  that  region, 
would  be  all  broken  down.  In  the  North  he  wae 
abused  for  being  opposed  to  the  abolitionists;  an 
enemy  to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
and  in  favor  of  slavery.  Such  was  the  hostility 
to  him  in  that  quarter,  that  nineteen  out  of  every 
twenty,  and  perhaps  ninety-nine  ciitof  every  hun¬ 
dred,  abolitionists  in  the  United  State*  voted 
against  him.  This  was  to  be  expected;  for  all 
who  have  taken  the  pains  to  ascertain  his  senli- 
meats,  know  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  doctrines 
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and  practices  cf  the  modern  abolition  party,  in 
evtiy  shape  and  form. 

Ill  one  [  lace  he  was  alleged  to  be  in  favor  of 
giving  all  iiegiv'cs  the  right  of  sulfrage;  and,  in 
another  region,  lie  was  ctnsiind  for  bthig-an  ene¬ 
my  to  the  poor,  and  agiinst  a  lowing  them  the 
privil  'ge  of  voting  for  pubhc  oificers.  l^olh 
charges  were  without  foundation  in  fact.  By  ti  e 
same  n.en  he  0.18  declared  to  be  a  federalist,  and 
an  oppose!' oi' the  war  of  1812,  when  the  history 
■of  that  period  proves  li'in  to  have  iieen  a  meinb'ir 
ofthe  Legialatiire  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the 
mos;  eflicient  friends  of  tlif;  war  that  then  figured 
in  public  life. 

Ill  some  places  his  talents  were  denied,  al'honrh 
but  a  few  yt  ars  back,  the  same  men  charged  I  iin 
■with  writing  ali  Gen.  Jackson’s  mess-ges,  and 
frankly  admitted  that  they  were  drawn  up  luUh 
great  abilitf/.  > 

tt  would  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate  all 
the  fahehoeds  jiropagated,  and  impositions  prac¬ 
ticed,  to  accomplisli  liis  defeat.  'E  hey  all  fnled 
Notwithstanding  li.e  [ii  ople  were  appealed  to  in 
pathede,  terms  to  come  to  the  rescue;  were  as¬ 
sured  tint  they  wonhl  be  ruined  il  they  -elected 
li'.m;  still  the}’  marched  to  the  polls  ami  gave  him 
the  r  votes.  The  people  had  been  twice  ruined 
by  fleeting  Gen.  Jackson;  and  as  tliey  found  it 
rather  an  agreeable  operation,  they  concluded  to 
try  it  the  third  time,  and  let  Mr-  Van  Buren  i  udi 
them  again. 

He  ha:  been  elected  by  the  unbotight  suffrages 
of  Ms  fellow-citizens,  and  in  a  mi  st  remarkable 
Hiann  r.  '1  he  v;)te  received  by  him  is  difTiised 
throughout  llie  Union,  so  as  to  prove  most  clearly 
that  nothing  like  a  ge  grop/fifu/  division  of  parlies 
exists  in  the  country.  All  the  efforts  made  to- 
wards  that  point  have  been  in. successful.  Inciiid- 
jng  Miclngiin,  he  has  received  tlie  votes  of  fifeen 
States  out  of  twenty  six.  He  obtained  tire  votes  »t 
a  inajordy  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  and  a  majoriiy 
of  those  of  the  new  States.  He  has  a  majority  ot 
tlie  eloctoral  votes  cf  the  slaveholding,  and  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  those  of  the  non-sl.tvf  ho’ding  States  of  the 
Union.  He  has  one  hundred  and  s-  venty  electoral 
TOtes,  being  a  majority  offbrtv -six  oyer  all  his  com¬ 
petitors  put  togeilier;  and  he  has  a  majority  of  all 
the  individual  votes  of  the  people  of  tire  United 
States  cf  from  ten  to  twenty  ihousand.  The  ex¬ 
act  number  cannot  be  a.-certained,  because  in 
South  Carolina  the  pi  opie  do  not  vote;  the  Legis¬ 
lature  appoint  the  electors  of  Bies'dcnt.  With 
out  this  State,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  a  majority  oi 
about  tvveniy-two  llmusand,  accoivling-  to  the  cal¬ 
culation  of  the  opposition  newspapers  themselves. 
But  to  make  him  cut  a  “usurper,”  a  “minority 
Pr'esident,”  they  count  South  Carolina  as  forty 
thousand — the  whole  number  being  set  down 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him.  Now, 
the  Union  party  of  that  State  conrpoie  from  a 
third  to  one  half  of  its  population,  and  they  are 
-openly  for  him,  and  would  have  so  given  tjjeir 
votes,  if  permitted  by  the  State  Government  to  go 
to  the  polls  and  vote  directly  for  President.  If, 
then,  the  State  can  give  forty  thousand  votes,  fif- 
ten  thousand  at  least,  and  perhaps  twenty  thou¬ 
sand,  would  have  been  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  for 
many  nullifiers  would  bare  voted  for  him,  I  have 


no  dotibb  in  preference  to  any  otfcer  candidt 
fore  them.  Ahlowiug  him  but  fificen  thoi 
there  would  he  a  majority  of  ten  thoiisa.nd  a 
him  in  the  State.  Deduct  this  fiotn  the  t« 
two  thou^an  I  majority  he  has  in  the  oti'er  ) 
an  !  he  has  still  a  clear  raajcr'dy  ofthe  indr 
votes  ofthe  Uii'on  ofal  least  twelve  thoiisan 

He  is  tiecicd  according  to  all  the  forms  1 
coiiTtiuitioii,  and  by  these  large  State,  ele 
and  individu'd  mi'jorilii-s;  and  yet  gef.tlem^ 
I'im  a  “  GSUitPKli!”  No:  he  is  the  constitut 
lawful  Prtsid.  n*;  and  fr:  m  the  fuurlh  of  I 
next,  ad  men  wdl  he  boand  to  obey  him  as 
witliin  the  pale  assigitid  to  him  by  the  mtlit 
of  Ids  ccunii  y.  S' 

Suppose  Mr.- Van  Buren  had  received  oni 
less  than  enough  to  el  ct  h  m,  and  the  qia 
h;;d  come  be.lore  this  Housed  In  that  event,  1 
lai  Harrison,  w  th  seven  y-three,  or  J.idg.-  V 
with  Iw'ei'.iy-six  votes,  miglit  have  been  clef 
Such  .1  result  w«s  by  no  rnt  ans,  impossible,  .i 
;  tinguisl,ed  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ( Mr.  H« 
staled  upon  tlm  floor,  in  a  debate  which  ocol 
here  last  session,  that  the  member  who  hel 
seat  in  the  contested  election  from  North  Car 
might  p^ossibly  give  the  casting  vo  e  for  Pres 
should  the  question  come  before  us.  In  voti 
States,  no  one  can  tell  what  the  result  would 
been.  Hone  of  the  gentlemen  named  had 
successful,  and  we.  h  d  risen  and  denounced  1' 
a  USUHPER,  and  declared  wjr  upon  him  i 
vance,  because  he  was  a  minoriii/  President^ 
astonislirnent  would  have  been  expressed  b 
ip[)osition!  What  lectures  would  have  bee 
liveied  upon  constitutional  law  and  obligal 
The  motto  w'ould  then  have  been,  “judge  hi 
h’s  acts.”  But  now,  whm  our  candidate  is- 
dieted  by  a  majori'y  of  the  independent  v61< 
the  Union,  be  is  a  Usuhpeh,  because  General 
•■nn  tuns  for  him,  or  because  the  opposition  dl 
like  the  man/'’ 

But  if  the  war  is  to  be  commenced  immedis 
tinder  who.seb  itiner  dogenlLuienpi  opose  to  I 
Who  is  the  candidate  of  the  several  ptirties  opf 
ta  the  coming  adm  iiisTati-oi  ?  Is  it  Judge  Man 
with  the  eleven  votes  of  Somli  ihirolina  to 
upon?  Who  eyer  thong!, t  of  him  for  Pr«sii 
until  t'lat  Sitate  voted  for  him  the  other  day?  1 
Mr.  Wtbst.  r,  w'lh  the  fourteen  votes  of  Mas^ 
setts;  orJud,ge  White,  with  the  twenty-sis  1 
of  Tenne.iisee  and  Georgis.,''  Why,  sir,  1  Ineail 
disrespect  to  either  of  these  gentlemen;  but  r| 
w'iili  such  a  capital  as  eithero.  them  has,  wesll 
say  in  the  Wb stern  phrase,  “il  would  be  raHl 
dull  chancel”  Shall  we  have  a  distmguishedwl 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was.  not;i  candiclll 
the J ite  Campaign?  We  have  beaten  him  U! 
three  times  ah eady,  and  me  can  do  it  a^ain  9l 
evor  his  friend-s  choose  to  bring  him  foiH|{ 
Shall  we  have  the  Hero  of  Tippecanoe  up<l 
irock  once  more?  the  worthy  gentleman  who 
at  the  head  ofthe  Clay  electoral  ticket  of 
1824,  and  who  three  years  ago,  in  a  public  spe 
declared  that  the  surplus  revenue  ought  to  bl 
plied  to  the  purcha'-e  of  slaves  in  (he  Soil 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  colonization!!  M 
course,  adopted  the  doctrines  of  Uie  great 
can  Systeatti”  he  is  a  politician  of  that  schoeL 
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too,  tliat  the  taxes  levied  upon  the  South 
J  above  what  are  needed  bytheGovernment* 

;  expended  in  buying'  up  their  shaves;  or  in 
ords,  he  would  tax  tkent  to  obtain  money  to 
0  for  tlicir  own  jiri-pertyf  Will  the  South 
that  doctrine? 

t  are  to  be  the  opinions  -and  sentiments  of 
didate,  whoever  he  may  be,  upon  whom 
Itite  parties  can  united  Wb.o  are  to  be  !>is 
ers?  They  are  the  i.uillfiers,  the  sntiina- 
le  abolitionists,  the  black  cockade  fede- 
lud  th  dr  regidi'.r  succe.sors  who  hold  the 
rinciples;  and  the  honest,  but  mitquitkd 
at?,  who  are  kd  away  by  the  acts  and 
ons  of  these  various  parties.  Vt  hat  a 
ouid  this  be  to  put  on  board  the  old 
)f  Stale?  Suppose  their  President  were 
cte  l,  how  wotdd  it  be  jtossible  for  him 
in  liimself?  I  take  it  for  granted' h's  cabi- 
uld  be  made  up  of  distingu  shed  men, 
-om  the  difterent  fragments  of  his  party; 
ie  supported,  he  must  consult  the  wishes 
icinU  in  the  selection  of  impoi  tant  officers, 
the  I'f  commendation  of  public  measures, 
been  sakl  that  a  Pres'd  nt  elected  by  this 
would  have  been  brought  to  trrms,  in  re¬ 
public  policy.  1  rue,  if  you  couhl  have 
among  yourselves  upon  what  the  terms 
>e/  But  let  that  pass.  Im-agine  you  .see 
t  President,  at  the  “White  Iknse,”  pre- 
Jo  send  in  his  first  annual  message  to  Coii- 
nith  his  cabinet  around  him.  The  mes- 
carefully  read  through,  and  eacli  member 
d  to  give  bn  opinion  freely  with  respect 

first  one  who  speaks  is  a  thoroughgoing 
,who  believes  the  Govern-ment  cannot  man- 
fi>cal  concerns  without  a  “mammoth  ” 
[Sla  that  there  shall  be  a  positive  recom- 
lii'U  of  a  n'Uional  hank,  and  refuses  to  give 
rob;ttion  to  the  document,  because  there  is 
»  paragraph  in  it.  This  brings  to  his  feet 
them  strict  constructionist,  who  denies  the 
y  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject, 
o  declares  his  utter  abhorrence  for  any 
ropositioii;  declaring,  furthermore,  that  it 
ak  down  the  administration  to  avow  this 
nt.  The  nullifier  gives  his  opinion  that 
a  strong  inclination,  in  two  or  three  places, 
•centralism;”  that  tl'.ese  passages  must 
ed,  and  a  few  remarks  added  on  the  suh- 
“concurrent  majorities.”  To  this  tlie 
St  strenuously  objects,  and  insists  that  the 
gal  force  is  much  the  most  powerful  in 
jublip;  the  great  danger  being,  that  the 
Hi Jhj  off  from  the  common  centre, 
comes  the  antimason,  who  s.ays  the  mes- 
iltogether  defective.  “  You  must  give  us 
PKE-Faw-Pu.vi  in  it.”  “Say  something 
be  iHitrages  committed  upon  the  person  of 
William  Morgan;  and  give  them  a  touch 
sxtra  judicial  oaths,  and  secret  societies, 
;  the  overthrow  of  our  liberties.”  “  That 
ery  well,”  says  the  abolitionist;  “but  I 
rer  give  the  message  tny  sanction,  unless 
na  something  in  favor  of  "human  rights," 
U  egualiti/,"  and  “the  great  danger  of  na- 
idgncAts,  ou  account  of  our  national  sins!” 


Wh".t  would  the  Executive  Chief  do  in  this 
state  of  perplexity  ?  Would  he  gratify  all?  What 
;r  pretty  piece  of  patchwork!  what  a  dignified, 
elevated,  and  able  State  paper,  his  message  would 
be!  Would  he  reject  a  part  of  die  propo.sitionB, 
and  adep/t  die  remainder?  Which  individuals 
wotdd  he  folloit?  dV ho  would  be  the  favoiites? 
No  man  on  earth  can  tell  any  thing  about  it.  The 
people  saw  this;  they  perceived  that,  to  follow 
the  opposition,  was  like  taking  a  leap  in  the 
dark — whil-st,  in  voting  for  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  they 
were  walking  in  the  liglit  of  open  day.  They 
knew  Ills  priiiciple=,  and  could  foresee  the  policy 
of  hit.  iidminislra’inn;  and  they  very  wisely  pre- 
ferred  him  ov.r  all  his  polit  e  . I  competitors. 

Again.st  whom  is  th's  w  ar  to  be  waged  with  such 
fury?  It  is  ag.a'nst  tiie  d‘-mocrafc  T^  ty,  icitk  Mar~ 
tin  Vi.n  Buren  at  its  head.  Gentlemen  may  sneer 
at  this,  if  they  choos.: ;  but  it  is  so.  Men  may 
call  themselves  what  they  pie  se,  but  there  is  one 
infallib'e  mode,  and- erne  only,  of  d.eci  ling  1.)  what 
p  rty  an  indiiidud  belongs.  A  federalist  may 
call  himself  a  democrat,  and  a  demo.rrat  may 
cla'm  to  he  a  federalist;  but  ask  for  his  principle.^, 
for  his  political  creed,  and  then  you  c.an  soon  deter¬ 
mine  to  what  party  he  is  really  att  ched.  I'ry  u.s 
by  this  rnle,  and,  it  will  be  Ibuiid  tlia*^  •' e  are  the 
democratic  paiiv,  " pm-  excellence,”  if  gentlemen 
choose  to  apply  the  term. 

In  this  country,  Thomas  Jefferson  is  now  univer¬ 
sally  acknowledged  to  have  been  tlie  great  “Apos¬ 
tle  of  Democracy.”  WIiatever  party  of  Ibis  ilay 
comes  nearest  to  his  principle.s  i.s  the  Democratic 
p.vfty;  let  others  call  themselves  what  tiicy  may. 
What  were  his  principles?  lie  was  agiinst  the 
Bank  rf  the  United  State.  So  .are  we.  He  w;ia 
opposed  to  a  high  tar  fT;  collecting  from  the 
people  large  sums  of  money,  annmdly,  w  hich  are 
not  wanted  for  any  of  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
Government.  So  are  we.  He  was  against  the  con¬ 
struction  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  under 
the  auth@ritv  ofthe  General  (iovernment,  chequer¬ 
ing  the  whole  country  with  roads  and  canals,  made 
by  the  funds  drawn  from  the  industry  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  So  are  the  friends  of  the  present  Admiiii*- 
tration.  He  believed,  tli, at  Senators  and  Kepre- 
senta’ives  were  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of 
their  constituents;  or  to  resign  their  places  and  al¬ 
low  others  to  take  them  who  would.'  So  do  we, 
Look  at  the  evidences  exhibited  within  the  last 
few  years  ofthe  truth  of  this  position;  whilst  tba 
opposition  have  generally  disreg-irde.i  instructions, 
and  boldly  retained  their  offices,  in  defiance  of  tb® 
public  will. 

Upon  all  the  cardinal  points  an  l  doctrine.s  of 
the  old  democratic  party  of  1800,  we  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  dominant  party  are  agreed.  7'here  is  a  uni¬ 
ty  of  sentiment  among  us  in  regard  to  these  priu- 
ciples,  which  prove.s,  conclusively,  that  we  are  the 
democracy  of  the  country.  The  opposition  have 
no  common  creed;  but  so  far  as  their  general  prin¬ 
ciples  are  concerned,  we  find  them  constantly 
making  war  upon  them  in  practice. 

The  means  employed  in  this  war  will  be  similar 
to  those  always  employed  against  the  democratic 
party;  and  such  as  have  signalized  the  oppositio® 
for  some  years  past.  They  arrogate  to  themselves 
“all  the  talents"  of  the  country,  particularly  m 
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both  Hoases  of  Congress)  and  Iheir  peffers  and 
letter  seritera  aid  them  to  make  that  impression 
oj>on  the  public  mind.  Every  prominent  man  up¬ 
on  our  side  is  denounced  as  greatly  deficient, 
either  in  talents,  orin  political  honesty;  he  is  either 
knave  or  fool.  “Demagogue”  is  the  common  ap¬ 
pellation  applied  to  all  who  advocate  popular 
rights  and  popular  d  ctrines. 

“All  the  religion  and  morality”  are  claimed  to 
be  on  the  side  of  the  opposition;  and  it  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  that  portion  of  them  who  weep  and 
wail  over  “poor  Indians”  and  “poor  Negtoei!” 
The  “decenct ,”  too,  all  belongs  to  them.  Wit¬ 
ness  the  poetry  upon  “duskv  Sally,”  published 
against  Mr.  Jefferson;  the  coffin  handbills  circu 
luted  against  Gen.  .Tsckson,  and  the  violent  and 
abusive  harangues  and  publications  against  al 
most  all  the  prominent  m  n  of  our  party. 

The  newspapers  on  our  side  are  universally  de¬ 
nounced  as  unw.Trthy  of  conli  Icnce,  vhll->t  their 
own,  even  the  most  abandoned  and  profligate,  are 
held  up  as  prodigies  of  truth  and  patricti^.m.  And 
last,  though  not  least,  they  resort  to  various 
schemes  for  buying  up  the  people  toith  their  own 
money  f  No  (dan  \'  ill  be  left  untried  upon  this 
subject.  A  disU  ibutlon  of  land  or  of  its  pi  creeds; 
a  dt-pnsite  or  distribution  law  to  be  passed  an¬ 
nually;  or  any  oilier  plan  which  will  tffeot  the  ob¬ 
ject,  will  be  resoi'led  to.  This  policy  b  ads  the 
people,  when  the  election  is  approaching,  to  in¬ 
quire,  “vvt'.ich  candidate  is  in  favor  of  giving  us 
money,”  or,  •‘who  will  get  the  most  money  for 
us?”  In  this  contest  about  money,  princi/i/e  will 
be  overlooked;  and  we  shall  be  governed  by  the 
most  low,  grovelling,  and  mercenary  motives 
which  ever  control  the  human  mind. 

The  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the 
Wes',  have  been  invoked  to  join  in  this  crusade 
against  tlie  new  administration.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carol  na  (Mr.  Pickens)  called  upon 
the  south  to  c  me  to  the  rescue;  and  confiden'.ly 
predicted  that  Massachusetts,  and  the  country  on 
both  Eide.s  of  the  Ohio,  would  aid  in  the  prostra¬ 
tion  of  Mr,  Van  Buren.  Sir,  the  gentleman  will 
find  himself  in  a  like  condition,  with  a  celebrated 
character  in  English  history,  who  could  “  cal! 
spirits  from  Jhe  vasty  deep;”  but,  unfortunately, 
they  would  not  come  when  he  called  them.  1  he 
people  of  these  United  States  are  a  just  people, 
and  they  are  disposed  to  bestow  upon  every  man 
the  reward  which  his  conduct  h.as  merited.  They 
will  not  condemn  a  public  officer  until  he  has 
done  something  worthy  of  condemnation.  I  know 
that  politicians  .sometimes  act  otherwise.  That 
“ill-weav'd  ambition,”  which  prompts  men  to 
rash  and  dangerous  experiments,  may  induce  a 
public  man  to  condemn,  without  a  hearing;  but 
private  citiaens  will  hear  before  they  strike. 

As  many  gentlemen  have  recently  ventured  to 
prophesy  in  regard  to  future  events,  I  will  follow 
the  example.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  moresuc- 
aessful  than  the  opposition  have  been  for  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years.  My  prediction  is,  that  the 
next  administration  will  pursue  a  calm,  pru¬ 
dent,  and  wise  policy,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
That  it  will  bear  about  the  same  relation  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Jackson’s,  that  Mr.  Madison’s  did  to  Mr.  Jef- 
fersoa’s  administration,  with  the  exception  that 


there  will  be  no  national  bank  chartered.  A 
Mr.  Van  Buren  should  be  a  candidate  for  re 
tion,  he  wi  I  get  all  the  States  he  did  at  the 
ele  ction,  avid  the  votes  of  Georgia,  Ohio,  Ind 
and  I  believe  Tennessee  in  addition.  The  coi  o 
will  proceed  in  its  career  of  prosperity;  i 
the  close  of  his  adm  nistration  will  see  him  o  i 
the  most  popular  Presidents  that  has  ever  occ 
the  Executive  Chair  of  this  great  Kepiiblic. 

With  reg  rd  to  the  resediition  now  befor 
House,  1  have  hut  little  to  say.  I  am  in  fat 
a  thoi  iiugb  exapnination  of  any  department,  v 
liiere  is  reason  to  bilieve  that  either  fiviiid 
rtiplioo,  or  dishonesty  exists.  Let  there  be 
evidence  to  warrant  the  House  in  adopt  nj 
resolution;  some  dt  finite  charge,  some  (hi 
.statement,  to  warrant  the  procedure;  and  1 
go  as  f.'.r  as  any  gentleman  to  ferret  oat  th'' 
and  drag  the  culpr'.ts  to  light.  But  I  do  no 
the  language  of  the  original  res'diiton.  It 
general,  tt  o  sweeping  in  iis  phraseoh  gy. 
eludes  nt!  the  transacdons  of  all  men  with  th 
partnien  .s,  whr  ther  direct  or  it  dirt  ct,  nffic 
n  official  the  cotUracts  an'!  dealings  rf  ^ 
private  citizen,  who  lus  ever  Itad  any  thing 
with  .'iriv  v’cp.artiT.ent  of  the  Gt.verment,  m 
i  hits  .sub jecti  d  to  the  i.  Sfiection  of  acsnii'nih 
this  House,  It  is  to  that  1  object. 

Stiff,  sir,  I  do  not  know  but  I  ^hall  vote  for 
It  is,  if  1  c  nnot  get  it  altered  I  hnv  s  not  ‘k 
fore  voted  for  such  pr<  positions;  but,  afl« 
that  has  been  sai'l  <by  the  opposi'ion,  I  thin! 
doe  to  the  Pre.sident,  to  omseives,  and  ti 
coming  a'lfninistration,  that  we  should  throw 
the  doors,  and  1;  t  these  gentlemen  <  xamin 
the  corruption,  about  which  eo  much  has 
saal.  It  IS  due  to  the  President,  who.e  'ei 
service  is  drawing  to  a  close,  that  the  conditi 
the  departments  be  made  known  the  country 
if  fraid  he  found  there,  that  the  innocent  si 
be  justified,  and  the  guilty  punished  It  i- 
to  ourselves,  because  v.-e  have  been  ind'f 
charged  with  a  desire  to  smoilier  and  conce* 
ma!-administ"ation  of  pub  ic  affai'S.  And  it  it 
to  the  President  ehc*,  that  we  should  delivc) 
Executive  Departments  into  his  hands  thoroi 
purified  from  all  iniqu  ty,  so  as  to  make  hiti 
sponsible  only  for  the  misdeeds  of  hi.sown  sub 
nates,  committed  whilst  he  is  in  power.  Fort 
reasons  1  shall  vote  fora  strict  ami  genera!  st 
ny,  such  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  all  reasoi 
men,  of  every  political  party. 

One  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion, 
respect  to  this  kind  of  discussion  in  wh  ch  wi 
now  engaged.  No  one  dislikes  it  more  lhani 
What  I  have  said  has  been  absolutely  provoks 
the  course  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  siJi 
the  House  have  pursued.  1  have  listened  to' 
attacks  upon  the  administration,  and  up6i 
friends,  for  a  long  time,  in  hopes  that  some  oi 
more  age  and  experience,  and  of  greater  ab 
would  meet  these  assaults,  and  repti  them  as 
deserved.  No  one  did  so,  and  I  considered  it 
duty  to  assume  the  position  I  have  taken.  1 
aware  that  I  have  subjected  myself  to  vioUn 
tacks  here  and  elsew  here.  I  surveyed  the  w 
ground  before  I  commenced,  and  haring  com 
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mclnsim  that  it  was  107  dutf  to  take  the 
I  am  not  the  man  to  be  deterred  by  conse* 

i«S. 

ire  endearored  throughout  the  discuasion  to 
le  myself  within  the  rules  prescribed  by  par- 
ntary  law.  I  have  avoided  all  personalities, 
ig  at  masses  of  mei^  their  morements  and 


principles.  These  I  consider  fair  gtmte.  If  I 
have  done  injustice  to  any  individual,  1  shall  be 
ready  to  make  such  explanations  as  the  circum¬ 
stances  may  require;  but  to  what  I  have  said  o  f 
parties,  their  conduct  and  principles,  I  shall  firmly 
adhere,  until  convinced  that  1  have  been  mis- 
takeo. 
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